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Independent Study Policy

Purposes of Independent Study

· to provide special assignments extending a course of study

· to provide individualized study in a particular area of student interest

· to provide an individualized alternative method to access the core curriculum

· to provide for specialized study during travel

· to provide for learning achievement through volunteer community service 

· through Option 1  to provide a family friendly  alternative to classroom attendance for a short time, to provide a method of flexibility for creating a family friendly calendar during the charter required 180 day school calendar 

· through Option 2 to provide an alternative to classroom attendance for families desiring active teaching time with their children on a regular weekly, monthly, year long basis
Requirements of the Charter and the Law

Independent Study is available to parents-families-students as an optional method of instruction either on a “time to time” basis  or on a regular basis through out the school year.  

Each child’s supervising teacher will be the coordinator and evaluator of the student’s independent study.

The supervising teacher at Monarch must determine if the student and family understand the responsibilities required for successful independent study.  Independent Study requires a commitment by both the parent/guardian and the student.  The student assumes a greater responsibility for independent study with age.  Independent study can only be maintained by students who are able to achieve success equivalent or better than that achieved in the classroom program.  The supervising teacher may cancel an independent study contract if achievement in independent study is less than in the classroom.

The objective of each month’s independent study  is to enable the student to keep current with his/her grade level studies.  Monarch’s independent study options will be substantially equivalent in quantity and quality to classroom instruction, enabling students in independent study to complete the school’s course of study within the customary timeframe.  Students in independent study have access to the same services and resources as all Monarch students.

For “time to time,”  your independent study contract is good only for the number of days specified in the contract.  As a charter school, there is no five day minimum for independent study.

For “regular basis,”  Your contract is good for half the school year and may be amended during this half year period and must be renewed and re-executed for the second half of the school year.

Families doing independent study on a regular basis, should make a minimum of one appointment per month with their child’s teacher to jointly plan and receive the regular monthly assignments.  In accordance with the parent empowerment objective of this charter school, parents and teacher should together plan the monthly assignments.

 The student will complete the studies assigned during each calendar month.  Each assignment is considered to be a “monthly” assignment.  At the beginning of each new calendar month, teachers will send home new monthly assignments students doing regular basis independent study.

The method and manner of study will include, but is not limited to, reading, individual study, parent and student verbal quizzing, discussion, answering textbook questions, completion of workbook assignments, book reports, journal writes, models or projects, written reports on selected topics.

The parent/guardian will provide the student with supervision, guidance, assistance, coaching, and teaching toward completion of the assignments.

The deadline for completed assignments  is the 1st school day of following calendar month. The parent must sign and submit the monthly summary calendar, the completed logs and student work samples (about 1 full day’s worth) by the fifth day of the following calendar month to the child’s teacher at the school site during school hours. 

Records  are considered delinquent after the 1st school day of the following calendar month.  By this contract, parents accept  the consequence of immediate loss of enrollment in the school for delinquent records not turned into the teacher at the school site during school hours by the end of the school day on the 1st school day of the following month.

The teacher will provide the parent with necessary books, workbooks, and materials and parents will have access to the school library and parent resource materials. Parents are responsible for the careful use and return or cost of replacement of loaned school materials.

The supervising teacher will evaluate completed work using both a percentage of assignments completed and the school’s time policy for each grade level as methods in awarding attendance credit up to the maximum number of days scheduled on the school calendar for that assignment month.  The teacher will  make attendance designations on  the parent calendar summary, sign the calendar summary, and save the calendar, other parent records, and artifacts until boxing them for the director of business in at the end of the school year.

Whatever option of independent study is selected for a child/family, classroom attendance is always allowed.  If a family chooses regular independent study (Option 2) throughout the year, the child can always attend class in place of an independent study day.  However, it doesn’t work the other way.  If the choice is 5 days of independent study per month, credit for 6 or more days cannot be given even if the child does the work for more days than chosen on the contract. 

Some independent study work must take place on the  non-classroom calendar day  for independent study  credit to be awarded on that day.  The balance of that day’s work  may take place on other days that month.


 Based on the state minimum minute requirements per grade level, a day’s  length per grade level as a guideline is as follows:

· Kindergarten:  
3 hours, 15 minutes

· 1st – 3rd Grades:  
4 hours, 45 minutes

· 4th – 8th Grades:
5 hours
The school is prohibited from claiming attendance credit or granting days of attendance to students outside the dates (before initiation or after expiration) of a independent study contract completed and signed by student, parent/guardian and teacher.

Teachers at Monarch Learning Center are prohibited from allowing students to “bank” advanced days, i.e. transfer days of credit from one month to the following.  Teachers are also not allowed to provide more time for the completion of missed assignments after the 1st day of the following calendar month.

By the 20th of the following month, the teacher will communicate by school note to parents and students an evaluation of student work quality and the number of days of attendance awarded.
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